HOW DO AMENDMENTS WORK?

1. Amendments must be submitted in writing to the P.O. using the NFCFL Amendment Form. 
a. The amendment must be written in proper format.  
b. It must indicate which lines in the legislation will be affected and it must use one of the following types of amendments:   
i. insertion/addition of material;
ii. deletion/removal of material;
iii. replacement/substitution of material; or 
iv. removal and simultaneous substitution of material. 
c. The amendment must be relevant to the legislation and must not alter its primary intent. 
2. A motion to amend the legislation may be made at any time after the conclusion of the authorship speech. 
3. After the motion has been made, the P.O. shall designate the amendment by reading it aloud to the chamber.  The P.O. shall then determine whether the amendment is acceptable based on the following criteria:
a. Is the amendment properly formatted?  
b. Is it germane?  
c. Does it alter the legislation’s intent?
4. If all of these criteria are met, the P.O. may accept the amendment. 
a. If the P.O. rules that the amendment is not acceptable, the amendment process stops and debate on the legislation resumes at the point where it was interrupted when the motion to amend was made. 
b. If the P.O. accepts the amendment, there shall be an immediate vote to second the motion to amend.  One-third (1/3) of the chamber must second the motion. 
c. If the motion receives the one-third (1/3) second, the amendment is taken up for consideration by the chamber. 
d. If the motion fails to receive the one-third (1/3) second, the amendment process ceases and debate on the legislation resumes at the point where it was interrupted when the motion to amend was made. 
5. A successful second of at least 1/3 of the chamber causes immediate consideration of the amendment through floor debate.  
a. Debate begins with a three (3) minute sponsorship speech, which is followed by a mandatory two (2) minute questioning period.  
i. The sponsorship speech is not reserved for the author of the amendment.  
ii. The “recency priority system” shall determine which legislator is recognized to give the sponsorship speech on the amendment. 
b. After the sponsorship speech, debate alternates between both sides (pro and con) until the amendment is disposed of through previous question or some other means.  
6. The previous question may be called at any time during the debate on the amendment, even before the sponsorship speech. 
7. While making speeches on the amendment, legislators shall not argue or otherwise make reference to any point that does not directly relate to the amendment or those portions of the legislation affected by the amendment.  
a. The Presiding Officer shall rule legislators who violate this rule “out-of-order”.  
b. If this occurs, the speech stops immediately and the speaker receives zero (0) speaker points for the speech.  The speech still counts against the legislator’s speaking priority. 
8. Once the previous question has been ordered by two-thirds (2/3) of the chamber, a final vote on the adoption of the amendment shall occur.  Amendments require a simple majority (50% + 1) of the votes cast to pass and be incorporated in the legislation. 
a. Final votes on amendments must be “recorded” (e.g.:  vote must be taken by raising of hands or by standing); and 
b. The vote count must be noted on the P.O.’s copy of the legislation. 
9. Regardless of the final disposition of the amendment, debate on the legislation shall resume at the point where it was interrupted when the motion to amend was made. 

